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COMM 5340: Rhetorical Methods 
— Texts • Archives • The Field — 
 

Mark Hlavacik 
Mark.Hlavacik@unt.edu 
Office – 320A GAB 
Hours – MW 12-2PM

Course Description 
What is rhetorical scholarship? What questions does it ask and 
how does it purport to answer them? What—or perhaps better—
whose interests does it serve? How does one design, gather 
support for, initiate, and complete a project of rhetorical inquiry? 
Rhetorical Methods is a graduate course that offers guidance in 
response to these vital questions. 
 
Although all rhetorical scholarship has criticism, theory, pedagogy, 
or increasingly, some combination of the three at its core, the 
process of doing rhetorical scholarship always requires enaging 
with texts—broadly construed—and thus the primary problematic 
Rhetorical Methods addresses is the relationship between the text 
and the process used to extract scholarly insight from it. 
 
To that end, Rhetorical Methods is divided into three units. The first 
focuses on approaching the text as a historical phenomon. 
Although rhetorical studies has given rise to numerous modes of 
rhetorical criticism, many of which are covered in greater deatil in 
other graduate classes in our department, the historiographical 
problems of doing rhetorical scholarship always attend the 
articulation of the stakes of any particular act scholarly project. The 
second unit focuses on the texts found in the archives as well as 
the textuality of the archives, and the third unit takes a similar 
approach to field work. Additionally, both the second and third units 
take a close look at the processual elements of rhetorical 
scholarship where the rhetorician’s role in constructing the text 
rises to the level of remark in resulting scholarship. 
 
Although this graduate course does not culminate with a full-length article, each student is asked to choose a 
single scholarly project to develop across the major wiriting assignments. Rather than essay composition, 
Rehtorical Methods focuses on the design elements of rhetorical scholarship through a series of academic 
wiritng assignments that challenge students to consider, defend, and advocate for the scholarly project they 
plan to pursue. Ideally, students will leave with a well-designed project of rhetorical inquiry ripe for continued 
study and a plan of study set for submission to a candid academic world. 
 
Course Materials 
 
Required 

• Kathleen J. Turner (ed.), Doing Rhetorical History: Concepts and Cases (Tuscaloosa: University of 
Alabama Press, 2003). 

• Alexis E. Ramsey, Wendy B Sharer, Barbara L’Eplattenier, and Lisa S. Mastrangelo (eds.), Working in 
the Archives: Practical Research Methods for Rhetoric and Composition (Carbondale: Southern Illinois 
University Press, 2010). 
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• Sara L. McKinnon, Robert Asen, Karma R. Chávez, Robert R. Howard, Text + Field: Innovations in 
Rhetorical Method (University Park: Pennsylvania State University Press, 2017). 

 
Suggested 

• University of Chicago Press, The Chicago Manual of Style, 17th ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 2017). 

 
Course Assignments 
The following are rough descriptions of each of the assignments. More specific requirements will be made 
available during class. None of the assignments in COMM 5340 are optional. If a student does not complete 
and submit any of the assigned work for COMM 5340, he or she will fail the course. 
 
Participation (10%) 
This is an assessment of your contributions to the class. Graduate students are expected to contribute 
meaningfully to the discussion during every class session, to come prepared with questions and comments on 
the readings, to offer reflections on other’s ideas and work, and to find other ways to meaningfully participate in 
adding their voice to the learning environment of the graduate course.  
 
Three Monograph Presentations (30%) 
For each of the three units of the class, each student will identify a scholarly monograph that makes substantial 
use of that unit’s method—textual analysis, archival research, or field research—to make its argument, read it, 
and present it to the class. The presentation should be roughly 10 minutes and: (1) relate the book’s argument 
including both its thesis and stakes, (2) explain, with some depth, how the book made use of that unit’s method 
to make its argument, and (3) offer an assessment of the book’s methodology that draws a lesson or set of 
lessons for using the method under consideration. 
 
Research Question (10%) 
This is a 3-6 page essay to be written in conjunction with the literature review. In short, the research question 
needs to make a concise and compelling case for your research project. This essay should identify a question 
about rhetoric in need of a new or better answer, make the case that answering the question is a worthwhile 
endeavor, and position rhetorical analysis of some particular sort as the best way to address the question. 
 
Literature Review (10%) 
This is a 4-6 page paper that should be written in conjunction with the research question essay. The literature 
review should summarize the existing literature on the topic you have chosen for your research question. The 
literature review should cover existing rhetoric and communication scholarship closely, but also consider 
relevant research from other disciplines. A strong literature review will summarize what is known about your 
subject and what questions remain open or contested. It will also map the existing literature, usually by 
identifying common methods and lines of inquiry. 
 
Grant Application for Archival Research (15%) 
For this assignment, you will identify a specific archival research grant and create an application for it. 
 
Letter of Introduction (5%) 
This is a brief letter introducing yourself to an archivist to be sent before visiting an archive. It should briefly 
explain your project, identify the resources you wish to use, tell the archivist when you plan to visit the archive, 
and ask any relevant questions you may have that you could not find an answer for online. You will design this 
letter for the archive to which you are applying for research funding. 
 
Grant Application for Field Research (15%) 
For this assignment, you will identify a specific field research grant and create an application for it. 
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Institutional Review Board Application (5%) 
Each student will complete an IRB application for field research on their project as well as the basic online 
training for human subject research, assuming they have not already done so. 
 
Course Policies 
Please note that the University of North Texas boasts several great resources for rhetorical humans: 

• UNT Writing Lab (http://ltc.unt.edu/node/362) 
• COMM Library (https://communication.unt.edu/communications-library-search) 

As you find cause to seek help along the way in COMM 5340, do not forget that these are available to you. 
 
Guidelines for Submitting Assignments 
Chicago Manual of Style or Modern Language Association Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Get one. 
Read it. Do it. Alternatively or simultaneously, have a look at the submission page for Rhetoric & Public Affairs, 
the Quarterly Journal of Speech, and/or Rhetoric Society Quarterly. Even better, pick up the latest issue you 
can get your hands on of any of these, have a look how they are doing things these days, and then make your 
version double-spaced. 
 
Attendance 
Seminar participants are expected to approach attendance as professionals. Any absence aside from an 
emergency should be communicated in advance. Overall, absences should be minimal and explicable. In the 
unfortunate event that you face an emergency that is likely to remove you from class for an extended period, 
please get in contact with the Dean of Students office (https://deanofstudents.unt.edu). They can provide you 
with support and options for managing your academic career during an extended emergency. 
 
Classroom Citizenship 
Scholarship is fundamentally a collective enterprise. Bear this in mind in all that you say and do. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Dishonesty of any kind is unacceptable in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, 
cheating, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of dishonesty by others, having unauthorized 
possession of examinations, submitting the work of another person, submitting work turned in for credit in a 
previous course, or tampering with the academic work of other students. Academic dishonesty will result in 
academic sanctions, which may include automatic failure of the course. For more complete information on 
UNT’s procedures and policies regarding academic integrity, follow this link to check out your Student 
Handbook: http://policy.unt.edu/sites/default/files/untpolicy/pdf/7-Student_Affairs-Academic_Integrity.pdf. 
 
Disability Access 
The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with disabilities. 
Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability Accommodation (ODA) to 
verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you with an accommodation letter to be 
delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding your specific needs in a course. You may request 
accommodations at any time, however, ODA notices of accommodation should be provided as early as 
possible in the semester to avoid any delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of 
accommodation for every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each 
class. Students are strongly encouraged to deliver letters of accommodation during faculty office hours or by 
appointment. Faculty members have the authority to ask students to discuss such letters during their 
designated office hours to protect the privacy of the student.  For additional information see the Office of 
Disability Accommodation website at: http://www.unt.edu/oda. You may also contact them by phone at 940-
565-4323. 
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Course Schedule 
R – 8/30 Readings 

• Wichelns, “The Literary Criticism of Oratory” 
• Benson, “The Sense of Rhetoric” 
• Black, Excerpt from Rhetorical Criticism 

 
Assignments – Due In-Class 

• Rhetorical Scholar Report 
 
 

 TEXTUAL ANALYSIS 
R – 9/6 Readings 

• Doing Rhetorical History, pages 1-92 
 

R – 9/13 Readings 
• Fisher, “Narration as a Human Communication Paradigm” on Canvas 
• Booth, The Company We Keep, pages 3-46 on Canvas 
• McKerrow, “Critical Rhetoric: Theory and Praxis” on Canvas 
• Fischer, Excerpt from Reframing Public Policy, pages 73-93 on Canvas 

 
R – 9/20 Assignments – Due In-Class 

• Textual Analysis Monograph Presentation 
 

R – 9/27 Readings 
• Nichols, “Lincoln’s First Inaugural” on Canvas 
• Lucas, “The Stylistic Artistry of the Declaration of Independence” on Canvas 
• Zaeske, “Signatures of Citizenship” on Canvas 
• Nakayama & Krizek, “Whiteness: A Strategic Rhetoric,” on Canvas 
• Morris, “Pink Herring & The Fourth Persona,” on Canvas 

 
Assignments – Due Tuesday 10/2 

• Literature Review 
• Research Questions 

 
 

 ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 
R – 10/4 Readings 

• Working in the Archives, 1-156 
 

R – 10/11 Readings 
• Working in the Archives, 157-300 

 
R – 10/18 Assignments – Due In-Class 

• Archival Monograph Presentation 
 

R – 10/25 Readings 
• Blankfield, “A Symbol of His Warmth and Humanity,” on Canvas 
• Browne, “The Sacred Fire of Liberty,” on Canvas 
• Woods, Debating Women, pages 1-52 on Canvas 
• Cram, “Archival Ambience and Sensory Memory,” on Canvas 
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Assignments – Due Tuesday 10/30 
• Grant Application for Archival Research 
• Letter of Introduction 

 
 

 FIELD RESEARCH 
R – 11/1 Readings 

• Text + Field, pages 1-100 
 

R – 11/8 Readings 
• Ritchie, Doing Oral History, pages 35-136 on Canvas 

 
R – 11/15 Assignments – Due In-Class 

• Archival Monograph Presentation 
 

R – 11/29 Readings 
• Text + Field, pages 101-188 

 
Assignments – Due Tuesday 12/4 

• Grant Application for Archival Research 
• Letter of Introduction 

 
 
LAST MEETING & FINALS 

R – 12/6 Readings 
• Centennial Issue, Quarterly Journal of Speech 101, No. 1 (2015) 

 
R – 12/13 Assignments – Due Thursday 12/13 

• Project Portfolio 
 

 


